
       
 

      

  
                    

  

 

 

 
DELAWARE TO SEND RECORD NUMBER OF 

FIREFIGHTERS TO BATTLE BLAZE IN WYOMING  

           

     For the first time ever, Delaware’s Forest Service will send two 20-member teams to battle a wildfire 

in Wyoming, one of many areas that are experiencing one of the worst fire seasons on record.  

Delaware’s large contingent of 40 volunteers, including members from nearby states, will undertake a 

grueling 14-day assignment battling fires in the Salt Lick Mountain region in the Bridger Teton National 

Forest, located 25 miles north of Pinedale, Wyoming.   

      

     The crews will depart on Saturday, July 14, 2007 at approximately 6 a.m. from Delaware’s 

Blackbird State Forest, 502 Blackbird Forest Road, Townsend, Delaware, 19734.  The crews will 

then travel to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to board a charter flight to their assigned fire site. 

Scheduled return date for all personnel is July 29, 2007.      

 

     For 16 members, this trip marks their very first national firefighting experience under the command 

of the National Interagency Fire Center.  All their hours of rigorous and physically-challenging training 

will be put to the test battling extreme fire conditions in what some experts are calling one of the most 

dangerous seasons ever.  A long spell of hot, dry weather in several states has pushed the National Fire 

Preparedness Level to 4, on a scale of 1 to 5. 

     

     Michael A. Valenti, Delaware’s Deputy State Forester, credits this year’s record crew numbers to 

“increased training” during the past year as more volunteers have undertaken and completed the courses 

needed to certify as wildland fire personnel.  Valenti himself will command one of the 20-member 

teams, while Michael K. Brown from the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Control will command the other.  Virtually all of the crew trained at fire camps 

sponsored by the Delaware Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service. 

      

     “Over the years, Delaware has earned quite a national reputation for the determination and 

commitment of its firefighting volunteers.  Their willingness to work two weeks of long hours under 

physically challenging conditions – far from their family and friends – is a tribute to their dedication,” 

Valenti said. 

     

      Valenti is understandably proud of this year’s effort.  Delaware has been fielding a crew almost 

every year since 1998, but 2007 marks the first time ever it will send two full 20-member teams. And 

the landmark effort is coming just in time. In Utah’s Milford Flat fire alone, over 500 firefighters have 

fought to contain the largest fire in the state’s history – more than 350,000 acres.  
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Delaware’s 2007 Wildland Fire Crews: (* means first-time participant, bold-type is crew boss) 
 

                  Crew 1  

Name    Home State (agency or area)   

Michael A. Valenti  Delaware (Forest Service, Deputy Forestry Administrator)   
Monica Testa   Delaware (Wilmington) 

Sam Topper   Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Forester) 

Tim Mutter   Delaware (Delaware Department of Corrections) 

* Thomas "Chip" Kneavel Delaware (Delaware Division of Parks & Recreation) 

* William Seybold  Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Forester )  

* Ryan LeCates  Delaware (Georgetown) 

Henry Poole               Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Urban/ Community Forester)           

Jim Charney   Delaware (Delaware Department of Parks & Recreation) 

Jennifer Hill   Federal (U.S. Fish  &Wildlife Service)       

David Louthian  Pennsylvania  

* Andrew Atkins  Delaware (Millsboro) 

* Michael Krumrine  Delaware (Delaware Division of Parks & Recreation)   

 Logan Fountain  Delaware (Townsend) 

Todd Gsell                      Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Conservation Technician) 

Kevin Shaffer   Pennsylvania 

Jeremy Louthian  Pennsylvania 

* Russell Johnson  Delaware (Milford) 

* Michael Reed  Delaware (Smyrna)                   

* Erin McEnaney  Maryland (Elkton) 

 

                    Crew 2 

Name    Home State (agency or area)  

Michael K. Brown  Delaware (Dept. of Natural Resources & Environmental Control) 
Matt Dotterer   Delaware (Milton) 

Guy Cooper   Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Conservation Technician) 

Andy Ney   Delaware (Felton) 

Jonathan Richardville  Delaware (Wilmington)   

* Adam Keever  Delaware (Delaware Division of Parks & Recreation) 

* Jason Collins  Delaware (Woodside)  

Glenn Gladders         Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Forest Health) 

Todd Shaffer   Pennsylvania 

Jenny McDermott  Delaware (Newark) 

Sergio Castillo   Maryland (Snow Hill) 

* Andrew Rawling  Delaware (Delaware Division of Parks & Recreation) 

* Daniel Donato  Delaware (Wilmington) 

* Jesse Pillittier  Delaware (Smyrna) 

Erich Burkentine        Delaware (Delaware Forest Service, Southern Regional Forester) 

Christopher Sturm  Pennsylvania  

Robert Baldwin  Delaware (Dept. of Natural Resources & Environmental Control) 

* Spencer Togstad  Maryland (AmeriCorps) 

* Ian Mostrom   Maryland (AmeriCorps) 

* Daryl Trotman  Delaware (Ellendale) 

 

On the world wide web:     http://www.nifc.gov/nicc/      http://www.inciweb.org/ 
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